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' CQMpahio’ﬁs, Brethren, and Fellow Citizens :

. '~ "We have this day assembled, from various sections of
. our’ beloved country, in conformity with an ancient custom
“of our Order, to cherish and reveré the memory of our vir-
tuous and illustrious Brother, St. JorN TEE EvANGELIST. .
" From time immemorial it has been the custom to celebrate
anniversaries, and to set apart certain days for rejoicing, by
almost every nation, and in almost every country. The
Jews had their solemn convocations ; the Greeks their
Olympic games; the Romans their Saturnalia—their sacred
votive and and funeral games; and modern nations imitated
their example and set apart certain days on which they
cherish and commemorate the virtues of: their sages, heroes
and statesmen; or to celebrate some important events of
their history.” And where is the American citizen, be he
naturalized or native, whose heart does not swell with high
emotion on tho return of the anniversary of our Indepen-
dence? Do not our very souls thrill with venération and
esteem toward the patriots of seventy-six, when we contem-
plate their triamph over bigotry and tyranny, over kings
, and fools, over knaves and Shylocks? The annual return of
that, as well as Washington’s birthday, has. for better than o
half a century claimed tribute from the hearts of a free and
happy people; and as long as truth shall be a beacon light
“to: guide the human mind, as long as virtue shall find an
‘advocate in the human breast, the birthday of Washington,
together with that of our Independence, will be hailed with
.the happiest rejoicings of a grateful nation.
Aecordipg to long established custom Free Masons cele-
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ate the anniversaries of St. John the Baptist and St. John
e- Evangelist, because they were brothers and patrons of
I Order: va.% were holy men, whose virtues were so
Xemplary, so honorable to themselves, so useful to BNEWEQ
and so acceptable to God, that they should ever be held in
rateful remembrance. It is therefore no common pastime
hat calls us together on this oceasion, for'at this very mo-
ment millions are gathered together, like ourselves, to pay a
S.Esn@ of respect to-the memory of our Patron Saint. The
reflection of this faet is ealculated to excite within our
‘breasts sensations of a pleasing kind, while reviewing his
exemplary character. If we look into Emao.w.% for his Mwm?

ém find him zealously engaged in Bm:owmaum the condition
of mankind. = He ranked as one of of the most worthy of the
Christian &moa&om It was he who leaned upon the breast of
~ his Master; this is the one of whom it is written: “the dis-
- SHUHG whom Jesus loved.” He was the son of Zebedee, and
brother of James the greater. Besides the gospel which
bears his name, he wrote thiee epistles and the Apocalypse.
_Ue lived &o.v@ nearly a hundred years old, and the only one
of the disciples who died a natural death. When he was too
infirm through age to make a longer discourse, his constant
exhortation to the Christians, at Ephesus, where he lived

was: “Zittle children love one another.”” We have this mmv“
assembled to venerate his memory as Masons. Illustrious

concentrated in one individual of our mortal race! And
now, Sainted Shade, as you look down from your blissful
-abode, do you not exult it the contemplation, that the light
.om Masonry still burns brightly on the stream of time, wubm
the mystic word is yet preserved. What honor, my dear
brethren, I ask, is more appropriate than suitable reflections
on the origin, progress, and present state of our society, our
“characters, and duties as Masons ? u

actor, and trace him through the various vicissitudes of life, -

event! Memorable era, that witnessed so many virtues

A

It .bas been vﬁd a m_uoiu time since I had the H&gmﬁ.m of
p@mﬂ.ommam FOu; | dﬁ» b Hooqu ‘back Eﬁ.osqr the few weeks
Sed, we are £ Eﬁmrmg ,ﬁdau &SEQNE& cause .of

) At =

ad confined E%m&m &Boma mMonmQ@H% 1o aua :mmv
nd’progress of Masonry.’ I have, oosmo@ﬁmﬁawv but”
0. om,me.uu addition at this time. On that oceasion I"
p@o«?oaag to trace the march of Masonry from the ante-
mﬁ:ﬂmu patriarchs, and ‘from the building. of Solomon’s

1 Temple to the present period.

When Rome was enviched by oos@somﬂm“ and was happy in-
the wisdom of her rulers, the principles of Masonry added to
her honor, prosperity, and peace. Amid the turmoils which
tore the MEHE.S of the Goths and Visi-Goths, we clearly
trace the progress of- Masonry. The revolutions which
‘wrecked political worlds, the hurricanes of desolation which
have mﬂm@n over nations and empires, have passed harmless
over our heaven-defended Imstitution. -In those dark ages
that succeeded the subversion of the. Roman Empire, and the
general wreck of nations; when the public mind was swayed

- .with endless storm and Qosmom by ignorance and superstition,

odest. and unobtrusive Masonry found a refuge in the
pﬂozm monastic orders, then the sacred retreats ow science
nd religion. It was often necessary at that period to con-
om& her ?oE blear-eyed envy, which hates that excellence it/
‘cannot reach ; or from haughty and tyrannic ignorance that
39&@. ‘with a barbaric hand extinguish the light it can-
pot comprehend.  But from among the good and the wise of
every nation and of every. age, we can boast a brilliant sue-
cession. of protectors.

Oammu ‘was- a friend of the Craft—the Emperor Ompﬁusﬁm




~ granted them a charter with puwer to constitute judges,

hold -councils, g i
, and enact laws for their- government, and .

appointed St. Alban their Grand Master, who fell a martyr
to his Christian principles. - Alfred the Great was a H.zw.u-
.H.bo?”w of the art. King Athelstan called a mmmu@ con-
43.505 of Masons at York, in the year 926, his brother
. Prince Edwin, presiding as Grand Master, and from all gm
mbﬂmm.; documents then in éxistence, proposed the present
.Qoum.ﬂﬁsﬁou of our Order—from which all the Lodges of
England, France, Spain, Germany, Holland and this country
have either indirectly or immediately derived their charters:
@.ba bence the name of ¢ Ancient York Masons.” Since Summ
time (notwithstanding all the hostility of the unprincipled in
ﬁr.umw ag well as in other countries, Masonry has moved snd is
still moving on in all the sublimity of its purity, conquering

and to conquer. A host of worthies decorate our Annals.

.H,.Hos distinguished in the fleld and in the cabinet—in the halls
of %omwmgﬁos“ and the courts of judicature—in the schools of
,ew;ubﬁrwow% and the temples of religion—stand proudly en-
© rolled among our ranks. Our illustrious brother, the immor-
tal Locke, the profound and scrutinising H:umow”%rou. from
ﬁpo study of an ancient Masonic manuscript d@chvm ¢on-
<.:uooﬁ of the great antiquity and excellencé of our Institu-
S.ou.V was converted to the Order, and was noted - as one of
.the.warmest of its advocates. In the eighteenth century
Frederick the Great of Prussia was initiated’ ; he was 50 émﬁ.
oouﬁboaa of its good effects that he extended it through his
dominion, and instituted the Graid Tiodge at Berlin, which
is still in successful operation. In our own ooEuﬁJ,\ m_w found
a more congenial soil than in many others ; it took deep root
and spread throughout the whole land ; it found & friend in
the Government and a protector in the people, because the
pure principles of its religion and its laws were in strict ac-
cordance with suo. one, and its republican plainness and hon-
est demeanor, won the confidenco and esteem of the other ;

and on the records of the Institution you will find, besides
those we have named in our last address, the names of .
‘Gereral Jackson, Monroe, David Clinton, Livingston, Poin-

- sett,. Clay, Chief Justice Marshal, Lennox, and a host of ° .
“others. Sacrilegious, indeed, would be the thought that €ot-
* ‘ruption and-iniquity could find place in a society patronised

and sustained by such master spirits. Shades of our beloved
departed St. John forbid it. . L
Still there are those among us who accuse us of entering
into obligations by which, as members, we might be, called to
set at defiance the established laws of the land. The charge

"is false. I here appeal to every enlightened Mason to bear

me witness if the very first duty of a Masor is not the pre-
servation of and obedience to the laws of his country, and if
Masonry is not one of the most powerful supports of our na-
tional existence? We form a mighty bond of safety to the
Union; and should grim-visaged war show his-wrinkled front
against our happy confederacy, either at home or from
abroad, it will behold the Order of Ancient York Masonry
in panoply around it, and the swords of millions of Free and
Accepted Masons gleaming in its defence. It may be aver-
red in favor of Masonry that the Institution countenances no
deviation from right reason. Those who violate the laws, or
infringe on good ordet; ‘are kindly admonished. by secret.
monitors; when those means have not the intended ‘om.moﬁ
public reprehension becomes necessary ab last. When every '

- mild-endeavor to effect a reformation is of no avail, they -are

sxpelled from the Liodge, as unfit members of the fratérnity. -
But, methinks, I hear some one say, that few, very few, are

“expelled.from our Order; to this we aver, that a charge or-

" éomplaint against a member of the Masonic. family can
be preferred by any of the family as eagily. as before any
ther. institution, and, when properly pﬁrmqag&m?.aomﬁ.
#aken of the case, and measures: a opted to correct

,H g ,.ﬁw.@.ﬂmm.obgoﬁm_ AIf,-then, no: maormooBEm.Ea be:made, i8 it rea-

Sk




» t0 censure the Order for not acting upon
bem ? One general remark here will close this part of our
subject.” If the Masonic Frater
nd praiseworthy Institutions, be burthened with such ‘mem-
ers, are there any just reasons for condemnin g the Institution
itself for conduct which it deprecates and discountenances ?
~w:Whatever may have been. your ‘views, my beloved hear-
'ers, in regard to this Institution, it is indeed far from being
the Zydra-headed monster which some.suppose it to be. It is
»far from countenancing vice or immorality ; no candidate can

be received unless he declares his belief in the existence of g

Supreme Being; that his trust is in God; “that he is influ-

cnced by no other motive than a desire of knowledge and a
" sincere wish of being serviceable to his . fellow creatures.”

Hach candidate is duly recommended and vouched for, and in

onable, is it just

brotherly love, of relief and 1ruth. The four cardinal virtues,
which are Temperance, Lortitude, Prudence and Justice, are
duly explained and enforced. In the very flrst charge deli-
vered to every candidate upon his Initiation, he is required
to inculeate three great duties: to God, his neighbor and
himself; to God, in mever mentioning his name but with
that reverential awe which is due from a creature to a crea-
tor, to esteem him as the Chief Good ; to his neighbor, in
acting upon the square, and-doing unte others as he would
wish ethers to do unto him ; to himself, in’ avoiding all irre-
gularity and intemperance which may impair his faculties,
or debase the dignity of his profession, . Thus have the doors
of Masonry always been open to those who wish to search
her mysteries, and who were properly qualified to enter. )
She has never had anything to conceal of which she could be .
ashamed : although our proceedings are somewhat shrouded
‘| in mystery, and our doors guarded by Tylers with drawn
" swords. To reveal our universal language, by which we

|

|
| committec.- Upon his introduction among us, he is taught of
!

nity, like all other benevolent.

_ 1o case received, until his character has Passed the ordeal of a
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-~ ar¢ inculeated in every degree; and in the investigation 6t

know and recognize ea¢h other-iii wny p rtof the world -in
which we may be thrown, and trithout whic
mOn;&m.ggmouw%‘hao.:ﬁﬁmﬁ Wel

et woul

ence for-the Deity, and gratitude for the blessings of hcav

sy

its holiest doctrines, the Christian, the philosophesr and the

mathematician experience equal satisfaction and delight.

‘With ufs there are no envious distinctions, no personal rival-
ries, no sordid jealeusies, although before we were Hﬁmmw:m
some of us were kings, potentates, commanders of armies,
lawgivers, ministers of state and of religion, scholars, artizans,
historians, rich men and poor men, sailors, soldiers, and men
of every lawful calling ; but on entering the Lodge all those
distinctions ceased, and.we became brothers, fellows, m@s&mﬂ.
with no distinetions save their respective degrees of masonic
.excellence and moral worth. Members of the same brother-
hood—children of the same great Parent—co-workers in Ep,o,.
same labors of love, in .condition, in character, end and aim—
we are one and indivisible. . . e
From my very faint sketch of the high origin of our .meﬂ,w L
and the H.EE% great and good men which I have named, s..b.o‘... .
devoted their talents, their means, and their influgnce “to- -
wards her support, the mind is naturally excited to EQEQ
into the peculiar character and utility of our m.smﬁﬁ..ﬂ,..ﬁocv ha,
has twined itself around the best feelings of the ‘hum
heart, identified itself with the history .of ,Em:.».”wnm .,,&Mm.B@@
the special protection of heaven. Does it not really ﬁﬁmmﬂpmm ,
if by some-mighty magic it has been able to: Fﬁdm ﬁpm m.?ﬂ.e. )




Wﬁ%ﬁwm the momwo%m.:m hand of time; it has witnessed brazen
5 mm Q..:E ¢ into dust, and the most labored monuments-
MMHMMS%MM% rmWoM&mM&%g&.@& but the etherial flame QHMNM
pra b Mow %mEH.WeMMM.W MMHM:MMA_S EMSES,EW ruins of time,
2 5 @ e cru vOr i
forth in all its beauty of r&m:ommlw_@mom.mwwwwwzsmmﬂ.:.:om
Su.c moon—purifying the moral atmosphere, and ooc%:. e
to the health and vigor of the social’ oou%mow mhwo ; Mowﬁw
MVM and Zﬁoaﬁ? the proudest cities of times ..Moum. memw mw.:ww
hens and ancient Rome, which wer “
was H.o.m:oa and useful m:,vﬁrm arts, oh% Mmonmwwadmwmﬁ_ a.:m.:w
MEQ. brilliant in arms, have yielded to the agwmgmngﬁ o
M_M_ Sgom Fwi:ﬂw scarce a trace to mark the m@oﬁm, o:qéwmmm
ey stood. he owl now hoots aniong their drear
and mouldering ruins, and a ra sl H,H oy
H_:“.:sEo roofs among their moiﬁogo% %MQWMMMNM HJM:M .wayms.
aﬁ.ap cold indifference on the graves owoapob. “v.“&. e
HUG:OmoMEoH.m. Amid the night of ignorance, amid oMm mm,:m
ow empires, and the common wreck of Emgo% Emmos%w\obmm:
Mwap W firm md@gmﬁ.om&\ pace, held the noiseless tenor of Humm.
way, hirough circling ages, down the track of time bathed
in ﬁuo Q.oim of heaven, glowing with original dii;bm y
as H.w shielded in the hollow of His wms% who H.W_mm i mmy.wbmv
as in order, survived the general Jﬁ.ooww of :paommu owm.eoﬁm
caused the irruptions of those multitudes in the latter MS s of
-Rome, whose barbarian hosts came like a deluge o p%m%w
land, and spread beneath Gibraltar to the I M_.EHABH. Mm
PEH.ocmr an Bgyptian darkness pervaded SVW »<ol%§. ¥
a living sea in might and horror raged over Bur o
our name and title clear amid all this wild uproar, cha
annihilation; we still retain our ancient laws E“ooi.om M umm
our <w:m§¢_o rites, our expressive symbols unchan MHU i
its primeval ceremonies entire. Yes, there she m?mww . pbw
venerable child of antiquity, clothed in the livery of H. ron
. -she stands forth, like the everlasting Hu.ﬁ,mEEM of OH%NMHmWM
. * ’

ope, we read
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shrouded in mysteries and hyeroglyphies bright, which
none but craftsmen ever saw.” It is the gift of Heaven, and
to the eyes of the “favored and enlightened few,” shines
brightly forth amid the thickest darkness of antiquity. It
must be good. If it were evil, if it were only indifferent, if
it were the work of man, it must have perished, long ago, in
the general wreck of evil, indifferent, and merely human in-
ventions ; but it is the work of God, and, therefore, it stands
like his own Alps or Andes, rock-ribbed and lasting as the
sun. It carries us back to the beginning of time, to creation
itself. It enables us to mark every epoch through which the
world has passed to the present hour, holding converse with
the great, the good and the virtuous of passed ages, draw-
ing lessons of experience as we pursue the course, gathering
wisdom from that experience, and thus qualified to meet
every position in which we may be thrown. Go to the closet
of the historian and learn what has occurred since the birth
of time. Go to the proud philosophers, who walk in the
shades of academic groves, and learn all they can teach you
of the wisdom of the earth. Go sit at Nature’s feet, if you
you would find out her laws. But if you would appear with
undefiled purity before God Jehovah; if you would be like
the river that fertilizes the regions through which it flows,
. we point you to Hﬁpmoc&v ; for it is a pure excellent fountain,
of which prophets, priests and kings, and so many of every
nation and kindred of every age, mow in Heaven, have
drank.

Notwithstanding its venerable antiquity, and its spotless
purity, it has passed the fiery ordeals of public scrutiny,
opposition and rage, in every age and in every country; and
its persecutors have sometimes been no less bloody and unre:
lenting than those of Christianity. In our own country
much has been said and written against our ancient institu-
tion, and the evil spirit of intolerance and prejudice has been
enlisted in the bitter warfare against us; we have been
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unced in unqualified and unsparing terms. Notwith-
tanding all the foul epithets which have been hurled at our
aft—our career has been inoffensive; the members of the
institution have never retaliated—they did not try to gain
political sway, or to organize a political party—for the whole
superstructure ‘of our institution is expressly contrived to .
‘restrain our passions and to lead us into & humble career of
.+ virtue. . Its very secresy prevents the agitations of ambition
it contributes to its purity and permanence, by debarring
from it the voice of public censure or applause. These ele-
. vated principles sustained the craft through all their trials,
1" temptations andgpersecutions. The institution has been sus-
tained by him whose fields are the planets, and who holds in
the-hollow of his hand the fate of worlds. She stands like
the stars in the milky way, illuminating and cheering the
path of the way-worn pilgrim. She has gone forth in the
glorious light of day—effulgent as the sun in itg dazzling
radiance, spreading the lights of learning and science, enlarg-
ing the powers and capacities of the mind, displaying the
beauties of nature and wonders of art, pointing to the skies,

holding forth the way to peacefulness and a satisfied con-
geience.

Trace the foot-prints of other societies, both modern and
ancient—even the different denominations of Christians—you
will find them stained with blood ; forever carping with each
other about all the bigoted superstitions, opinions and inven-
tions of men. Private strifes and national warfare are the
order of the day. Throughout the whole length and breadth
of Christiandom, men, communities and nations, forget that
they are children of one common father ; they disregard th
injunction of Jesus that they are all brethren: that the
should love one another: that love is the only ow#oioﬁ.v
which the true disciples of Christ are known. Ma oni
- would call them back and remind them of this fact; it tegcl

the Catholic, the Protestant, of every seet and name
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with the Mahometan, the Persian, the Hummmu.w and the Jew,
that God is;no respecter of persong——that he is the same yes-
terday, now-and forever—that:wa#must: love God and our
thren. : wie g l
vu%mm,. my dear brethren, I:love.you all-as’ WHU_\..HBS Iny-Own>
moﬁm love yeone another ; maybrotherk .Am.%wgmm.mﬁoﬁm,
you ; may this heavenly flame never be mwﬂjw.fmﬁm@ in'yo
breasts, for it is the only strong, ﬁ?w,,wwq,“m&&im mamﬁmBMm_.
which will produce peace and moom.d.ﬁs, on earth. . In facti
is the only moral cement of the universe, mbm.éﬂm mﬂmﬁ.w@
source of all felicity here and hereafter, which wﬁz ﬁoﬁ only
live forever, but will continue to improve whilst the d ;
hall last. o
4@%%%9&7@ mﬂ.mma mirror which strips @ﬁ .dEhmm of mummﬁv g
has faithfully shown forth the divine origin of Hﬁpmoﬁﬁ.«c W _
the multitude of blessings which it has mm@gaw& ermoﬁm
every part of the habitable globe. If you ua@mmw the S.Mm.mmw
its fruits, you will find that the deeds of Hﬁ&moE% are M d
of beneficence. Although we feel oﬁ.mo?o.m in m.E&\ boun w )
relieve a brother of our own family first, in doing so we wmo.. :
justified, inasmuch as at some period or .apm m.vzumﬁ he omw-
tributed.to the support of the Craft; and in doing 80 ﬂoﬁm .
repayhim‘in adversity -what he in prosperity mmwoﬁdmm Mﬂ&.o .
treasury:of the Order.: It is, however, well known tha Hm».
preference-is but slightly regarded, for whenever a case o
distress is hailed from without, Magons are always ready to
fly-tothe rescue. It is mot necessary for me .&o name ummvm
BpW% public institutions wbich have been ommpvrmu.pm@ by hy M
sonic munificence. 1 need not tell of abm.goWoH.Emm whicl
have been healed ; the almost numberless .Ememucmm in SE&«
the Fraternity have alleviated the m?ﬁmﬂoum of the distressed,
and the tears that are wiped away in .@Edmao. I need not
m@mww of the widows and orphans. It is not necessary that
these ﬁpwbmm should be told. The good deeds of .Emmoﬁ%. are
not done to be seen of men ; they.are the offsprings of disin-
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,_ﬁwwmmém& feelings ; they need no trumpet. Masonic charity
,ﬂmm.w..mm no plea but the cry of distress, and no reward but Spw
relief of the sufferer; hedeeds of charity come from and
go ﬁo the beart, and in the heart alone are their records pre-
- Served.” Thus, Masonry has gone on a social and vmuomwmi

| career; her principles emanate from the great fountain of

light and love, and its blessings are richer than Potosi’s sil-

ver, or the gems of Golconda.
w..&,c perhaps, by the uninformed or the caveless and inat-
dmuﬁq.,a observer, our garb, our symbolic arms and imple-
Bmwdm.v may be mistaken for the idle trappings of ommo%uow
a0 imitation of the holiday splendor and gew-gaw ﬁ.ﬁmw.om
tinselled royalty Then let me inform such, that even the
-petty unmeaning plaything that -adorns the brow of kings
.mu.m emperors, could confer no honor upon our venerable HN-
stitution. It is true our symbols are not of these times, yet
‘ﬁum% are pleasing to a cultivated mind, for they carry mﬁ%p
the fancy to an early period—even beyond the times of omﬁmw,
‘ wum the martial glory of Rome; beyond the day of Hannibal
and the strife of the Roman with the Qmﬁrmmg?u hosts;
dm%.oba the glory of the Greek; beyond the lights of HJAHEM
gorian philosophy; even to the land of T smopamspm the Tem-
ple mw Solomon. There is no empty show ; every article of
furniture attached to the Lodge, every jewel that adorns the
person of a Mason, sparkles with intelligence, and is fraught
.ﬁaﬁp.gm richest lessons of instruction. Every form and M&c.
emony, every type and symbol of the Order, illustrates and
EoEo.mnmm some great moral duty; every motto inseribed
upon its banners, is commemorative of its virtues, moralits
and benevolence, and is replete with every UoEﬁN mmbowosw

and social obligation ; with an expressive silence, they speak’

e language to the heart which no words can convey and no
, uaou,mam can utter; and, taken as one connected whole mw.,H.E
the most beautiful and impressive system of typical Eovgmd :
The great luminary of our planetary m%m.\ntv was an mBEmwM
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three thousand years ago with us, as it is this day, of the
omnipotence, omnipresence and eternity of its great Creator;
of this all seeing eye, under whose watchful care the fiery
comet holds its wide and wandering course through systems
of worlds, undestructive of the beautiful and barmonious
whole, so the softer lustre of the peerless queen of night,
then was, and is now, a fit emblem of all the milder virtues
of the great I Am. But Masonry, unless understood and
practised in its true spirit, becomes ridiculous; and so do the
most sublime doctrines of the Christian religion, when per-

. verted by the novice, fanatic and hypocrite. All, therefore,

who pass through the forms and wear the badge of Masonry,
are not equally Masons, for a full understanding of these
beautiful allegories requires a strong pervading mind and
much tedious application.

I beg mow the attention of the female portion of my

‘audience for a few moments only. And what shall I say to

you, that has not already been said on a former occasion, by
myself, or some one of the brethren? Shall I again tell you
that you are all Masons? No, my fair hearers, you know
that ; and, even before I told it in public, you were aware of
that fact; but your modesty forbid you $o let others know it ;

‘it was an indiscretion for which I havereceived a.very gentle -

rebuke from one of my fair sisters; but you know truth will
out. Forgive me,; dear ladies, for this once; in future I shall
expose your secrets no more. You are debarred from the
Todge rooms, it is true, because it would not be proper to.
permit you to become members; your admittance would

from that very hour be made the great paramount objection .

to Masonry. Your sex alone disqualifies you from member-
ship, The love and respect which have allotted you your

resent elevated rank in the scale of beings, in kindness,.ex-
Hv 5™ 7

clude you from our cares and labors. In excluding you as
members, we do it, not in hate, but all in honor; we would
not, if we could, let the winds of Heaven blow too rudely on

PSS TN
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you. Your exclusion is a strong proof’ of the antiquity of
our Institution ; for there are no innovations permitted upon
its ancient land-marks. Prudent antiquity was right. Ma-
_sonry would be of no utility to the fair j your sex came
fashioned go perfect from the hand of nature as not to requir .
the correction of Masonry. If there be on earth one work.
of moral symmetry, one work of moral loveliness, whereon the. -
- hand of Heaven has written, masterpiece, that work is wo-
man. Don’t think, my fair hearers, that my description is.a
mere compliment or flattery, (though I plead guilty to the
charge of my own and all my brethren’s devotion to the fair .
sex,) for if you do you will have to call all the kings, painters,
sculptors and nations, who borrow the form of woman to
personify their ideal of everything noble, and  lovely,. and
good, flatterers, too; nay, look but upon-the glorious: en-
sign of our own:proud land, you there behold Liberty—the: -
adored mistress of the freeman’s ‘heart—unfolding her. .wg.&%. :
in the symbol of woman’s loveliness! Show me a man whose
heart does not glow with sentiments of reverence ﬁoiﬁ.@m
woman, and I will show you a man who has not the necessa-
ry qualifications for Masonry. And I here appeal to every
Mason present to bear me witness whether there is any other
society in the universe that knows better how to appreciate
the benevolence and ‘general influence extended over the face
of the earth by the fairer portion of creation, than the Ma-
~ sonic Fraternity. - For that very reason Magonry is the pe-
- culiar friend, protector and guardian of ‘woman. They could
not, however, become useful members of our Order; and at
the same time discharge the duties of mothers, 4&<¢mvumwmgwm
and daughters. God has assigned you particular duties.
The tenderness of your frames and the susceptibility of your
minds, unfit you for the rude contests of the world’s strife.
Your sphere is not with the plumed troops and the big wars
that make ambition virtue. ~ “wisely excluded from

.”.. - the jarring elements.of political stvife. To.you
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ted the consoling and comforting tasks of pouring a refresh-
ing balm into the wounded heart of man when he returns
home, stricken and borne down by the difficulties and sor-,
rows.of life; and by the sweet and melodious sound of lan+
guage that flows from your lips, to make him forget-the
world and find his home a Heaven. It is you that teach our.
infant lips the first accents of love, that beautiful impress of-the:
Godhead, which is the starlight of our joys and the beacon of -
our hopes ; from the first smile that plays upon the face of
infancy until that mind is matured with the strength of man-
hood. .
-Right Worshipful Master, Wardens and beloved Brethren !
we have this day assembled to celebrate the mysteriously
preserved reputation and usefulness of Masonry, and to pay
the tribute of affectionate remembrance to its departed
patrons and brothers. Around the altar of friendship do we
thus yearly assemble and bring our votive incense to that
temple which our predecessors founded on the firm basis of.
virtue, and supported by the pillars of Wisdom, Strength and
Beauty. We do not meet to drain the bowl of intemperance,
nor to indulge the excesses of gluttony, but to renew the cor-
dialities of friendship, the resolutions of love and good will
our object is to enliven the kindly sensibilities of human-
nature, together with all the sweet civilities of social inter:
course. While you commemorate the wisdom of Solomon, the'
fidelity of Hiram, and the virtues of St. John, you will join®
also in celebrating the illustrious fame of our departed breth:
ren, Warren, Franklin, Lafayette, Clinton, and of him:who
filled the measure of his country’s glory, the immortal Wag
ington. . S
As Masons, we have been taught that adversity is'not the -
consequence of crime alone, but may obtrude ‘upon the good
man’s dwelling ; that the brightest prospects are often: évan=
escent, and permanent felicity not to be found on earth’ that
human nature is extremely frail, and misfortunes -are: the
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* common lot of all men. Adversity, like a desolation has

swept over the land, and in its career has prostrated thous- :

.-ands, and drove them from the enjoyment of opulence and
crushed them in the dust. These are times which try men’s
souls—these are the times which prove the soundness of our

-principles, and evince the excellence of our Order. Should
the world see that we desert the honest and virtuous brother

“in his reverses, and leave him in an unmerciful manner to the
pelting of the pitiless storm, without stretching forth the
helping hand to relieve him, they will scorn our lofty preten-
sions of fraternal succor and affection ; but seeing us cleaving
closer to the victim of misfortune as the furious blasts of the
storm inecrease : that we hear the faint whisper of complaint,
the distant wailings of misery and wo, and fly forth with
winged speed, like angels of consolation and relief, 10 wipe

" the tears from sorrow’s weeping eye, and give the welcome

of friendship to the wandering child of poverty and distress:

then®our honorable Institution will shine out with sweet and

captivating radiance, and the world shall be constrained to
say—< see how these brethren love one another.”

The union of your Liodge is a proud triumph over the pre-
judices of your nature—you may be excused for regarding it
with peculiar complacency ; and it will not be useless at this
time to recur to the success which has hitherto attended your
humble efforts : though it may have reached even your most
sanguine expectations, still it will require the most unremit-
ting attention to the first principles of our Institution, to have
the strictest guard over your passions, the mostliberal indul-
gence to those of your brethren, in order to preserve inviolate
that union which has been the boast of our Order. Check
the first appearance of that party spirit which divides fami-
lies as well as states; which distracts private friendship as
well ag public councils ; which assumes all disguises, is known
by every man, infects religion, and insinuates itself into sci-

entific disputes. Guard, then, against the approaches of this
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evilyas youwould-guard the treasure of your heart. Repress
, w.m.‘..‘ﬁﬁma ‘uneagy feeling of mEEOm#% for fancied individua,
bm&d Apt-to-err yourselves, look with indulgence on*th
rrors-ofa brother. A rapid view of our prineiples will ‘doi
I o .roﬂ swell caleulated they are to eradicate thoge evil
oﬁ iscord :has produced in the world, As -for ,%_w&
: ethren; T -am sure that a life strictly conformed to'the pin
iples:of:Masonry, will be a life holy, just; true, and felidito

and:eternity.  He who walks the plummet’s:liné 6

b York uﬁmmoﬁ.ua may calmly lay down on & dying bed wit
W &E&.m. conjidence that his name, though not %&%&m&.&%g as;
«sectarian.roll, shall be written in the book of God: for Masont
£ %.H.oomomm from and leads to the great TAm. Ok! it is'a sl
~rious thought, my dear brethren, that he whose omnific wérd
-8poke the universe into existence, is the author of Emm&b ¥
that he .ipo% power sustains the mighty vaults, ipom_o.ﬁamm
dom points out the pathway of the myriads of visible~and
unseen worlds, is the God from whose munificent hand e

- receive the blessings of Masonry. Consequently she will
‘stand until time shall be no more. The mnnwmcm.onm pyramids
hich were raised, the.lofty inscribed; the.

. 1d
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without whose light and direction we grope in darkness like
the blind, and stumble at noonday as in the night, afford you
his divine assistance in all your well intended and laudable
exertions. May you always cherish the principles of our
beloved Institution in your hearts, and never forget that
around the sacred altars of Masonry we have so repeatedly
promised to relieve, protect and vindicate each other: so
that when the places that now know you shall know you no
more forever, when the events of time shall be ended and the
retributions of eternity begin, when the morning stars shall
again sing together, and the sons of God shout for joy, ye shall

join the animating chorus and share the glorious triumph.
" And when the glorious Architect of universal Nature shall
have caused the officers of the Grand Lodge above to open
the everlasting doors, may we all be deemed worthy to enter
in the celestial Temple and be adorned with jewels beautified
with immortality, to be advanced to glories incomparably
more resplendent than any here below.

And ye, kind-hearted sisters fair,

I bid farewell to all your charms,
Till sisters, brothers, all unite,

In that Grand Lodge that's far away.




When once this fair Nature was chaos and night,
“T'was Infinite Wisdom that called forth the Light,
By strength He established the Heavens ahove
- And fill’d them with symbols of beauty and 1c
Love! love is the word,
By which we will enter the portals above.

Then, Brethren, arouse! let us Wisdom proclaim;
Let all join the chorus, and sing of her fume
Her ways are all pleasant, her patl
And thoge who are seeking find Wis
Light! light! Seek the light!
Yesl—all who are seeking find Wisdom and Light.

Then! let us excel m the Wi
To those who have ever yet four
For those who revile us, who envy and ha
sous have pity, and leuve the
. Lieave, leave them to fate!
Pity their ignorance, and leave them tn fate.

lear Brethren, cotne Wisdom to hear,
To weeping misfort lend ever your ear;
Go, wipe off the tears of poor Orphans; cares
All those who may hail you, and succor d
This pathway is right—
The pathway of Wisdom, that lea

Before we were Masons, we wandered in night;
But, approaching the East, we found the Great Light.
Which teaches to show forth God’s prai
Who called us from darkn

Who called us to light!
From ervor and darkness to Wisdom and Light.

Let phantoms not dazzle you, Brethren, the least;
Your guide he fair Wisdom and Light from the East
Let this be your stay and your staff to the grave,
Till God, your Grand Master, shall summon the

To feed them above, . }
Refteshing the weary with Glory and T.ove.




